Submission by Sunfish Queensland on the East Coast Trawl Fishery Review, 20 November 2009
Background

This submission has been prepared by Sunfish Queensland on behalf of its membership and recreational fishers generally. Prior to submission to QPIF, a draft was sent to all Sunfish contacts for comment and input.

Key Issues

1. Beam Trawling. Sunfish has major concerns about the impact of beam trawling in estuaries and coastal waters due to its impacts which destroy the natural environment, impacts on recreational species taken as bycatch (eg bream), and the detrimental effects it has in the quality of the “recreational fishing experience”. There are also major concerns over the impact that beam trawling has on water quality, particularly as a major cause of high turbidity. In the recent water quality report for SE Qld, turbidity was one of the major reasons for poor water quality in the region.
2. Extra By-catch. Extra by-catch sought by trawlers should not be permitted. Trawling is by far the most damaging fishing method used in Queensland and any expansion into new species or areas MUST not be allowed. Sunfish has major concerns over any take of diver whiting. The ban on the take of diver whiting by trawlers MUST be maintained.
3. BRD. Enforcement of BRD compliance should be strictly adhered to by all trawler operators

4. By-catch/quotas. All by-catch should be included in quota. Sunfish is concerned because in some cases by-catch abundance has been reduced because of continually working the same area.

5. Trawling on productive habitats. Sunfish is concerned that a lot of trawling is done on weed banks adjacent to reefs and this is where juvenile fish habitat until they are large enough to survive on the reef.

6. Stout whiting. The Stout whiting fishery is not part of the East Coast Trawl plan. Sunfish has major concerns about this trawl fishery due to impacts on species other than Stout whiting. Sunfish is also concerned about ongoing attempts to broaden the species allowed to be taken and the gear permissible.

7. Snapper and other undersize fish. Small (undersize) snapper continue to be taken in huge quantities by trawlers in South Queensland. This practice MUST be stopped due to the increasing importance of the Snapper fishery and resource concerns. There should be no bycatch of legal size snapper allowed for trawlers. In North Qld other important recreational species such as grunter and black jew are impacted as bycatch to the detriment of recreational fishing and the species that may be targeted.

8. Trawl closure – Hervey Bay. Sunfish requests consideration of the closure of Hervey Bay south of 25.05 to all trawling on the grounds of resource sustainability (map attached). This area represents a major deep water seagrass area which provides habitat for many species of fisheries significance. Trawling is damaging of this environment and its associated stocks of fish and crustaceans.

9. VMS. Sunfish is sceptical about the effectiveness of the VMS for monitoring trawling activities. It is difficult to get any reliable information of the VMS and its effectiveness.

10. Scallop areas. Whilst Sunfish has no objections to the current agreed areas in Hervey Bay used for scallop seeding and ranching, the gear permitted for use to collect scallops must remain as the designated scallop trawl gear.

Note. The recreational fishing experience and the associated goals with recreational fishing are: relaxation, outdoor experience, to get away, to spend time with friends/family, sport, and limited food for self, family and friends.
Attachment: Map of Hervey Bay proposed trawl closure.
This submission is valid until 30 June 2010 . Sunfish also reserves the right to amend any statements in this document should circumstances change or new information is forthcoming.

