Submission by Sunfish Queensland on the Gulf of Carpentaria Finfish Fishery Review, 29 October 2009
Background
This submission has been prepared by Sunfish Queensland on behalf of its membership and recreational fishers generally. Prior to submission to QPIF, a draft was sent to all Sunfish contacts for comment and input.
Key Issues
1. The issue of uniformity of regulations on the East Coast and Gulf.

There are advantages in having uniform regulations for recreational fishing throughout Queensland, however Sunfish does not support the notion that ALL regulations should be uniform. The East Coast and Gulf are very different in the way that they are fished by recreational anglers. Hence there will be some instances, particularly with bag limits where different regulations are beneficial. Details are given later in this submission.
2. Provision of an excellent recreational fishing experience in areas of high local and tourist use in the Gulf.

Sunfish strongly requests that areas of high recreational fishing use such as Karumba and Weipa be promoted and managed as excellent areas for recreational fishing. Accordingly commercial net fishing should not continue in these areas as there are vast, more remote areas where commercial netters can carry out their netting activities without reducing the status of the recreational fishing experience. Sunfish seeks the closure of Albatross Bay and a substantial part of the Norman River to commercial fishing, and the promotion of these areas for tourist recreational fishers and local anglers.

Specific details

1. Fish size and bag limits.
Unless there is a proven scientific reason for Barra being 600mm in the Gulf, it if felt that for consistency the minimum Gulf size should be similar to the East Coast at 580mm

Sunfish opposes the suggestion that the bag limit for Blue Threadfin (Salmon) be reduced to match the East Coast, there are no stock concerns regarding Blue Threadfin. The reason for this is associated with the large distance that visiting anglers must travel to access these fish. It is reasonable that a larger bag limit should apply in the Gulf. The same applies to Giant Queenfish. There is no reason for a five bag limit in the Gulf, ten would be reasonable and sustainable.

Black Jewfish. Sunfish requests a size limit of 60cm be maintained even though this will be different to the East Coast.
2. Barramundi

Barramundi seasonal closures. Sunfish supports Option 2, with the closure to start after school holidays.

Sunfish also supports Option 6 - prohibit anyone from having Barra on board after a period of closure. Say1 to 2 weeks

3. Barred Javelin Fish. Sunfish does not support a spawning closure for this species. Sunfish is opposed to the use of any type of set nets during the Barramundi closed season. Sunfish strongly supports the current bag limit of 10 and the current minimum size of 40cm for Barred Javelin Fish. Sunfish requests the removal of the prohibition on having filleted or beheaded fish on board boat. This is a case of over-management and mistrust in recreational fishers.
Albatross Bay, Weipa

Sunfish has been advised by recreational fishing representatives of the following in relation to a netting closure:

When the original GOC Management Plan was being developed, all on the MAC agreed that the bay would be closed to netting when the number of netting endorsements in the GOC reached 90. A well respected commercial net fisher representative was on ABC radio last week talking about this review and he stated that there are now 85 N4 licences and 4 N9 licences in the GOC.  That means the trigger has been reached for the closure of Albatross Bay (in truth it was reached some years ago).  While this proviso was conveniently left out of the original plan by DPI&F, it was always the intention of the entire MAC that this would happen.

There is a strong expectation, supported by Sunfish, that Albatross Bay will be closed to commercial netting.
This submission is valid until 30 June 2010 . Sunfish also reserves the right to amend any statements in this document should circumstances change or new information is forthcoming.

