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Background
This submission has been prepared by Sunfish Queensland on behalf of its membership and recreational fishers generally. Prior to submission to DERM, the draft was sent to all Sunfish contacts for comment and input. The proposal for the National Park on North Stradbroke Island was obtained from the DERM website: www.derm.qld.gov.au/stradbroke
Recreational fishing at North Stradbroke Island
North Stradbroke Island is a very popular recreational fishing location, particularly for visitors but also for local residents. For example the vehicular ferries which service the Island via Dunwich carry large numbers of 4WD vehicles equipped for beach fishing. Bait gathering from the intertidal zones is an important aspect of recreational fishing on the Island. In particular many recreational fishers collect yabbies, pipis and beach worms as bait. The all beaches at North Stradbroke are very popular recreational fishing locations. Many of these beaches can only be accessed by anglers using 4WD vehicles. However several beaches are currently closed to 4WD vehicles but can still be accessed by recreational fishers on foot.
North Stradbroke Island is now surrounded by the Moreton Bay Marine Park which covers all the intertidal and sub-tidal zones associated with the Island.

Queensland fisheries management legislation is currently in place by Fisheries Queensland, DEEDI, for all the main species taken by recreational fishers. The present rules include size limits, gear restrictions and bag limits for recreational fishers. All the fish stocks currently targeted by recreational fishers at North Stradbroke are sustainable under these management arrangements. There is no need for further management via National Park legislation.
Issues of concern to Sunfish and recreational fishing

1. Sunfish is concerned about the possibility that the new National Park could extend to areas below high water. The tidal areas of the Island are already well managed via fisheries and marine park legislation. The Redland Council also has by-laws in relation to access and use of the beach and intertidal areas. Another layer of management of the tidal areas by National Park legislation is strongly opposed by Sunfish Queensland.
2. 4WD vehicles are essential for recreational fishing the extensive beach areas currently open for vehicle access. Vehicle access is currently managed by the Redlands Council which is doing a very responsible and good job via a permit system for 4WD access, local rules for vehicle use on the beaches, an extensive information and extension service, and a ranger system for enforcement. Sunfish strongly requests that the current access arrangements for 4WD vehicles remains in place and is not impacted by the new National Park.

Sunfish also requests that provision be made for temporary parking of anglers 4WD vehicles on beaches above high water when the tide is high. This temporary parking arrangement must be available along all the beaches where recreational fishing is currently allowed. Sunfish is opposed to any restrictions on the parking of 4WD vehicles adjacent to breaches which would restrict, limit or adversely impact on existing recreational fishing opportunities for beach fishing.
This submission is valid until 31 December 2010 . Sunfish also reserves the right to amend any statements in this document should circumstances change or new information be forthcoming.

