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   SUNFISH QUEENSLAND INC 
ABN NO 26 590 693 754

Mr Grant Hall






13 October 2008
Deputy Director General, Fisheries

Queensland Department of Primary Industries

Dear Mr Hall,

Seasonal (spawning) closures coral reef finfish fishery

I refer to the meeting held on 6 October 2008 between Dr Brigid Kerrigan of your Department and Judy Lynne, David Bateman and myself, all from Sunfish Queensland regarding the above.

On behalf of the Sunfish representatives, I would like to thank Brigid for the information she provided to us in regard to the current management of the coral reef fish fishery. We note that a review of the seasonal (spawning) closures is now under consideration.

The membership of Sunfish has been consulted on the seasonal (spawning) closure issue, and I provide the following information on their behalf.

1. Sunfish Queensland strongly supports that the coral reef fish stocks must be managed to ensure their sustainability, both in the short and long term.

2. Based on the information on overall stable levels of catches and catch rates provided in the QDPIF fisheries status reports 2006, together with the current management regime that includes catch restrictions on all sectors, minimum sizes, and vast areas of no-fishing green zones, it is our conclusion that the seasonal (spawning) closures are not necessary to ensure sustainability of key-species such as coral trout.

3. Sunfish does not support seasonal (spawning) closures unless it can be clearly demonstrated that such are necessary.

If the decision is to continue with these closures then we would request a reduction to two, five-day closures in October and November to apply to coral trout only. Furthermore we would request that an effective monitoring system be put in place to assess the usefulness of the closures.

I trust that this will be taken into account in regard to future seasonal closures in this fishery

Yours faithfully

Dr Barry Pollock

Chairman, Sunfish Queensland.
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