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   SUNFISH QUEENSLAND INC 
ABN NO 26 590 693 754

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP

Prime Minister

PO Box 6022

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

15 May 2009

Dear Mr Rudd

Opposition to closure of the Coral Sea to fishing

Sunfish Queensland represents the interests of recreational fishing in Queensland. It was formed by all the major fishing associations and many regional fishing groups, representing a very wide range of recreational fishing interests. Further details about us may be found on our website: www.sunfishqld.com.au.

Our members are extremely concerned with the level of implied support from the Commonwealth Government to close the Coral Sea to fishing. Whilst neither Minister Garrett nor yourself has publicly supported the submission by the main conservation group (PEW), neither have you declared the proposal unnecessary and unwanted. PEW is a US based conservation group.

In actual fact the public document provided by PEW in support of their proposal includes several letters of support from prominent groups & persons who appear to support the proposal, including an apparent letter of support from yourself. Some of these sources when contacted expressed support for certain aspects but were unaware that it included a proposal to stop fishing in the Coral Sea. If this is the case then PEW is being deceptive and dishonest in its implied support to stop fishing in the Coral Sea.

We are aware that your letter regarding the Commemorative Service for the Battle of The Coral Sea is in fact  being used out of context to support the PEW proposal.

We believe that a clear Government statement should be made advising that fishing will NOT be banned in the Coral Sea. We understand the cultural and historic significance of the Coral Sea to Australians as many of us not only fish in this area but have family members who were involved in, and in some instances killed in defending Australia in this region.

Mr Charlton Clarke from DEWHA who was present at the public meeting in Cairns on Wednesday April 29 to discuss this issue will be able to corroborate the level of angst in the community. This concern is mirrored in other Queensland communities. The concern comes in main from two fronts – the commercial fishing and charter sector and the recreational sector. Our representatives from Brisbane and North Queensland were present at the meeting.

The recreational fishing community has in recent times been severely impacted by Commonwealth and State Marine Park zoning schemes that stop recreational fishing on the East Coast of Queensland. The possibility of further restrictions is completely unacceptable given the high community involvement provided by this sector in ensuring the sustainability of the fisheries and the protection of the Great Barrier Reef region.

It is possible that your advisors have also determined that there is little if any substance in the PEW written proposal that stands up to scientific scrutiny and therefore they have not made comment. Here are just a few examples.

· 37 pages of the 75 page document have text, the other 38 are pictures and fillers to influence the perceptions of those who do not read the entire document.

· The Battle of the Coral Sea took place in May 1942 – the 100 shipwrecks listed in the document include 98 prior to 1940 and the other 2 were 1945, one a steamship and the other one off Bougainville in the Solomon Sea.

· Page 12  “ Very limited recreational charter fishing occurs in the Coral Sea” when in fact There are about 5 recreational charter operations that regularly take anglers into the Coral Sea for at least overnight trips on a regular basis, the most famous of which is Nomad Sportfishing Charters. This operation has a mother ship and several fishing boats and flies its anglers in on a weekly basis from Hamilton Island. It caters for about 300-400 anglers per annum.  Most of the charter and recreational vessels seeking the large Black Marlin off Cairns/Cooktown in the September to December period also regularly visit the Coral Sea. Whilst most of their fishing is conducted on the outer edge of the Great Barrier Reef, there are times (due to winds, currents and fish movements) when the Marlin are further out to sea. At these times, these vessels venture out past the GBRMP into the Coral Sea for both Black and Blue Marlin on the seamounts and deeper waters in the Coral Sea. The ability of these vessels to access this area is an integral part of their charter operation.  To restrict their operation to the GBRMP when the fish are not there will decimate the charter industry. There are also a number of private vessels that regularly make the long distance trek to specific reefs in the Coral Sea, such as Wreck Reef, Cato, etc.
Furthermore, on Page 59 “Overfishing of yellowfin and bigeye tuna is a major issue in the western and central Pacific. Their decline is also of concern along the east coast of Australia.” This is absolute rubbish as the new Western Pacific Tuna Commission of which Australia is a member is most diligent in undertaking regular assessments of these tuna stocks, and a large dedicated team of fisheries specialists based within the SPC in New Caledonia provides ongoing scientific advice to the tuna commission on these tuna stocks to ensure their sustainability.

All Australians and not just Queenslanders are proud of their Heritage and work hard to protect it. We are opposed to closing the Coral Sea to fishing and seek your support and clarification as mentioned above.

Yours faithfully

Dr Barry Pollock

Chairman

Sunfish Queensland Inc




PO Box 212


Margate Q 4019


Ph / Fax:07 38804261


� HYPERLINK "http://au.mc315.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sunfishadmin@claremontresortqld.net" �sunfishadmin@claremontresortqld.net�
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