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Low dose chemical pollutants
Sunfish Queensland is pleased with the process undertaken by the Noosa Fish Health Investigation Taskforce and its thorough investigation of events. It is extremely important however that all of its findings are considered by appropriate experts. We do have concerns however with the delays in the process and the time taken from the initial notification to acknowledge that there appeared to be significant concerns.
We must also express  concern over the disagreement amongst scientists about whether agricultural chemicals are causing deformities and other problems in bass at a fish hatchery in the Noosa catchment. Sunfish Queensland are currently investigating deformities in bream that have been occurring in increasing numbers between Bundaberg and the Tweed. These deformities are occurring at up to ten percent of bream caught in some areas. The last ten to fifteen years has seen the incidence steadily increase. Given that bream are predominantly a recreational species Fisheries Queensland appear reluctant to commence an investigation.
It appears apparent from public statements that the regulator, APVMA (Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority) has not adopted a non-partisan stance on this matter but are instead trying to validate their current position. 

Sunfish Queensland opposes the use of any agricultural chemical that adversely impacts on fish and the aquatic environment and request that the Queensland government investigate a regulatory system that is currently in use in the EU (European Union) which is rapidly moving to protect its waterways and fish from exposure to toxins from sewage, agrichemicals and industrial toxins.

Queensland recreational anglers request Minister Mulherin back an international peer review of the work of the Noosa Taskforce and also request the minister to adequately resource the taskforce to assemble comment from all stakeholder groups, including the chemical industry, macadamia industry, tourism, recreational and commercial fishers.

Additional information is available from Judy Lynne, Executive Officer, Sunfish Queensland on 3882 4518.
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