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New Moreton Bay Marine Park Zoning Plan
Moreton Bay Marine Park is a unique and extremely important area to Queenslanders. Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association made detailed submissions to the review of the Moreton Bay Marine Park on behalf of their members and many anglers who fish in the bay and its environs.
While recreational fishing in Moreton Bay generates an estimated $265 million in expenditure each year and represents about a third of recreational fishing activity in Queensland, the truth is that in recreation, environmental and lifestyle values the area is priceless.

While both Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association still have major concerns about aspects of the new zoning arrangements for Moreton Bay, the Minister, Hon Andrew McNamara and his advisors are to be congratulated for the time they have spent in listening and talking through the issues that people have had in relation to the new proposals.

Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association support the Government’s attempts, through this plan, to provide improvements in protection to important fish nursery areas particularly sea grasses, rocky reef, coral and mangrove areas within the Moreton Bay Marine Park. Similar conservation values, however could have been achieved without the introduction of green (no fishing) zones. 
We acknowledge the Government on its recognition of the effect these zones will have on recreational anglers. The introduction of the trial artificial reef program is a practical way to manage the displacement of fishing effort that will occur under the plan. The Government listened and responded to community input in this area. Artificial reefs provide new robust areas for fishing activity away from more environmentally sensitive areas of the park and represent a smart and innovative way to manage some of the competing demands on areas. 
A reduction of destructive commercial fishing practices through a $14 million structural readjustment is welcome and will be a positive for the bay and the protection of important habitats and fish stocks in the area and we encourage the Government to achieve as much value for money and reduction in commercial effort as possible through the process. Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association still have concerns however that compensated commercial fishers will purchase new licenses and continue to fish in Moreton Bay. For this reason we urge the Government to include in the arrangements a written undertaking that commercial fishers will not fish in the bay for five years after surrendering their license package.
Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association are pleased with the new zoning arrangements at the northern beaches of Moreton Island, Scarborough Reef zoning, the exclusion of the popular yabbie bank at Point Halloran from the green zone, the removal of trawling south of Peel Island which will stop the removal of large numbers of juvenile snapper caught in trawl nets and the concession that anglers can use two rods or lines in yellow zones.
However, Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association are disappointed that the iconic recreational fishing location at Long Point (Mirapool) on Moreton Bay has been included in a no fishing green zone. This will have major impacts on numerous beach anglers who have traditionally fished in this area for many decades. We also do not agree with new restrictions in the central bay and offshore of Moreton Island. These are traditional recreational fishing areas for many boat anglers. Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association also have a major concern about the declaration of a very large green zone immediately north of the Logan River. This was not proposed in the discussion paper, and will have severe consequences on recreational fishing for mud crabs and prawns.
The new zoning arrangements will need an extensive public education program and improved signage. Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game Fishing Association would also suggest a period in which warnings are issued rather than fines for “innocent” infractions of the new rules so that people can become used to them. 
Most importantly the crucial issues of water quality, degradation of the catchments, chemical pollution including excessive nutrient runoff, prevention of introduction of marine pests and the effects of increasing population growth need to be suitably addressed so that we can hand on a healthy, robust and enjoyable Moreton Bay to future generations.
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