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Fishing for the Future





MEDIA RELEASE


EAST MARINE BIOREGIONAL PLAN


Since 1998 the Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts have been working on the Australian Marine Bioregional Plan when all state and territory governments gave their agreement to the process.


There are two major parts to the marine bioregional planning process: the identification of regional conservation priorities and the identification of marine reserves to be included in Australia’s National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas. Five large marine areas have been identified and the East was the last bioregional area to commence the process.


Stage 1, the identification of regional conservation priorities was completed last year with a series of workshops in Cronulla, Cairns and Brisbane with all major stakeholder groups in attendance.





Sunfish Qld as the peak body representing recreational anglers took a strong position on various fronts. 


We emphasized that Queensland recreational anglers already had significant access restrictions in addition to bag and size limits which in many cases had no basis in scientific evidence. 


We also placed significant emphasis on the need for the process to be collaborative and not just consultative. 


The risk posed by recreational fishing to the identified conservation priorities needs to properly assessed . Given that many of these priorities are on the ocean floor and below 1000 metres of water.





Minister Garrett has recently announced the Areas for Further Assessment. The three that will most impact Queensland anglers are the ones located in the  Tweed, Fraser Coast and the Coral Sea. DEWHA are currently working at collecting as much data and information as they can. Even though they strongly insist that the department wishes to achieve its stated goals and principles with minimal impact to all stakeholders, it is very difficult for recreational anglers to overcome past injustices where information we have provided has been used against us. 





The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, Great Sandy Marine Park, Moreton Bay Marine Park, and East Coast Inshore Finfish Review have all impacted anglers significantly and most groups within the sector are extremely wary of releasing sensitive data.





Sunfish Queensland is currently assessing the diversity and intensity of effort by Queensland recreational anglers in preparation for the final stage of the process. In early January, we expect that Minister Garrett will announce the Marine Park Areas with their various levels of accepted activity. Once this occurs everyone has  90 days to lodge a formal response. Our response will be clear and concise and the result of extensive collaboration within our own sector and other users. 





Because the Coral Sea AFFA is so large compared to all previously declared AFFA’s and is atypical in that most activity occurs well past the continental shelf it is the one with the greatest degree of unpredictability.  We sincerely hope that Minister Garrett and his department live up to their promises of having minimal impact on current users. If they do, it will be a significant change from the way they have done business in the past.





Any additional enquiries can be directed to Judy Lynne, Executive Officer on 3882 4518.





  











Representing the interests of Recreational Fishing


