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Submission by Sunfish Queensland on the East Marine Bioregional Plan Areas for Further Assessment June 2010
Background

This submission has been prepared by Sunfish Queensland on behalf of its membership and recreational fishers generally. The Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Executive Officer of Sunfish attended public meetings from Cooktown to Tin Can Bay arranged by Sunfish regional branches and Sunfish Qld members. The Regional Branches and Members of Sunfish have also sought the views of their associated recreational fishers. Prior to submission to DEWHA, a draft of this paper was sent to all Sunfish contacts for comment and input. This submission therefore has strong support from many recreational fishers in Queensland.

It should be noted that the membership of Sunfish includes all the main recreational fishing organisations, their associations and clubs as well as a network of regional branches and large fishing clubs. The total of people who are registered and financial members of these organisations is approximately 45,000. However many other non-aligned recreational fishers have provided their ideas to Sunfish on the Areas for Further Assessment.

Status of Marine Protected Areas in Queensland

Queensland has been the leading State in Australia in terms of establishment and management of marine protected areas. The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is recognised both nationally and internationally. Queensland State Marine Parks cover almost all of the eastern Queensland coastline and these Parks extend into most of the large embayments and many rivers and creeks. There are also many National Parks which cover marine areas in Queensland. Under Queensland fisheries legislation a large number of Fish Sanctuaries and Fish Habitat Areas are established to protect coastal habitats and fish stocks. All these existing marine protected areas demonstrate that marine areas off the Queensland coastline have significantly high levels of protection already in place.

The Australian EEZ and marine fisheries production

The Australian Exclusive Economic Zone is massive. It ranks as the third largest of the World’s EEZs. However the level of marine fisheries production in the Australian EEZ is amongst the World’s lowest, currently ranking lower than 50th in terms of commercial marine fisheries production. The main reason for this is associated with restrictive regulation of fisheries and other restrictions on fishing in Australia, as well as the non viability of certain potential fisheries which are viable in other countries. However the 
message from this situation is that Australian fisheries resources and potential resources are relatively lightly fished for the most part and certainly when comparisons are made with all other marine fishing nations.

It is sometimes contended that Australian waters are unproductive in terms of marine fisheries production potential. This notion is not supported. For example the Australian EEZ in the Coral Sea region covers a large part of the Central and Western Pacific tuna fishery. This fishery is the largest and most productive tuna fishery in the World and is fished by both local Pacific countries and distant water fishing nations. Some 2 million tonnes of tuna are taken annually in this fishery worth about $2billion US before processing. It is ironic but fortunate that the Coral Sea has vast stocks of tuna and many other species of recreational fishing significance that are relatively lightly fished by Australian fishers. Scientific assessments done on the Central and Western Pacific tuna stocks show that they are sustainable at current fishing levels.

The DEWHA process for Eastern Bioregional Planning

The following is the understanding of Sunfish in regard to the process for establishing reserves and other protected areas in the East Marine Bioregion Areas for Further Assessment. It is noted that Minister Garrett in his media release foreshadows that reserves will be established within parts of all of the Eastern Areas for Further Assessment that are “multiple use” and “no-take”. It is also noted that areas covering all water depths will have protection under this process.

FROM DEWHA WEBSITE – for information

“The Australian Government welcomes any contribution that will assist in developing Marine Bioregional Plans. While information from marine resource users, researchers and managers will be identified throughout the process, the Marine Bioregional Planning Program also involves key steps during which the public is invited to provide formal input.

A formal public consultation period of at least 90 days will occur on the release of each draft Marine Bioregional Plan. Views expressed by stakeholders during the formal public consultation period will be considered before the final Marine Bioregional Plan is completed for each Region.

After the Government has adopted the final Marine Bioregional Plans, the proposed network of new marine reserves will be declared through a separate statutory process. This declaration process involves additional public consultation and another formal 60 day period for comment.”

Transfer of fishing effort due to any new no-take reserves

Sunfish has concerns about the possible adverse impacts of effort transfer in this process. If commercial fishers are not "bought out" when new closures or no-take areas occur effort will be displaced into remaining areas leading to pressures on fish stocks and conflicts. Sunfish submits that:
1. Compensation must be available to all fishing sectors if areas are closed to fishing.
2. Restitution mechanisms must also be developed to compensate the recreational fishing sector for any areas lost to fishing. This could include funding for artificial reefs and other facilities, and other benefits for recreational fishers such as additional inshore buyback of commercial fishers.
SPECIFIC COMMENTS BY SUNFISH ON AREAS FOR FURTHER ASSESSMENT
1. Fraser Area for Further Assessment

Sunfish does not support any restrictions on recreational fishing access including all recreational fishing activities west of the 200-metre depth line (just beyond the continental shelf). This area is of significant importance to the recreational angling community and all of the businesses that rely upon them.

Recreational fishing has been determined to have negligible or no impact on most habitats (low on tropical reefs and temperate corals and sponges). Recreational fishing has also been determined to have negligible or no impact on most species (medium on deepwater demersals).

Sunfish believes that additional restrictions on recreational fishing in the Fraser area has the potential to substantially restrict an important and valuable recreational fishery. If access is reduced in the proposed area it will have a profound impact on the local economies in the surrounding communities that rely heavily on recreational angling. This will affect not only the large proportion of local anglers – but also those who travel from all over the State and in many cases interstate to fish this important region.

Recreational fishing in the Area for Further Assessment contributes significant economic and social value to the surrounding communities of Rainbow Beach, Tin Can Bay, Poona, Tuan, Boonooroo and Hervey Bay, and the flow on effect to other centres by way of bait and tackle supplies, fuel, groceries, general supply industry, accommodation, real estate, tourism, etc.
It is also the yearly venue for the Rainbow Beach Classic which attracts thousands of competitors and their families, many for extended visits.
2. Coral Sea Area for Further Assessment.

The Coral Sea Area for Further Assessment is extremely large extending from about Bundaberg to Cape York, and from the outer limit of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park (GBRMP) to the Australian EEZ.

Most of this area has already been declared as a Nature Conservation Zone, and contains the Lihou Reef and Coringa-Herald Nature Reserves. The existence of the contiguous GBRMP which already covers several bioregions MUST be taken into account – it cannot be simply ignored as an important/iconic marine protected area. Whilst recreational fishing in most of the Coral Sea Area for Further Assessment is relatively light, there are locations in this Area , most of them close to the GBRMP boundary, that are fished by significant numbers of recreational fishers. The position of Sunfish is that the protection currently provided by the GBRMP, the two major Nature Reserves and the Coral Sea Conservation Zone are more than adequate for the management and protection of the bioregions in this huge AREA. Sunfish does not support the declaration of further restrictive zonings or reserves in this area for further assessment.

3. Tweed Area for Further Assessment.

Sunfish advises that this area is heavily fished by visiting Queensland resident recreational fishers who travel to NSW. Given that this area is off the NSW coast, Sunfish will leave specific comments to the NSW representative organisations for recreational fishing to provide specific advice and comments to DEWHA.
4. Other NSW areas for Further Assessment

Queensland anglers do travel south to these areas towing their boats but SUNFISH will leave specific comments to the NSW representative organisations.
This submission is valid until 31 December 2010. Sunfish Queensland also reserves the right to amend any statements in this document should circumstances change or new information be forthcoming.

Judy Lynne – Executive Officer
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