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MEDIA RELEASE





It is with much dismay that Sunfish Qld notes the complete lack of concern displayed by the government, both State and Federal and environmental groups regarding the recent deaths of dugongs.  There was 1 in Mission Beach last week and 4 dugong deaths in Townsville the week before. Whilst media outlets have quoted these groups as being outraged nothing significant has been forthcoming. 





DERM have admitted that the species are vulnerable but have not launched an investigation into the prevention of any further unnecessary deaths or results of their investigations or autopsies. It appears that Government Agencies who are responsible for the protection of this iconic species are either lax in the execution of their core responsibility or don’t have the necessary Departmental funding.





Sunfish Qld requests that GBRMPA in conjunction with James Cook University urgently look at establishing an investigation which will include an autopsy on any future dead dugongs to establish the cause of death. Lance Murray, Chairman of Sunfish Mackay Branch has stated that they are so concerned about this incident, that they have offered $500 towards a post mortem, and suggested that all likeminded associations would also tip in.





If, as has widely been suggested within the community, that the cause of death is net entanglement whether it be from legal or illegal nets then Sunfish would recommend a complete ban on gill nets. Dr. Barry Pollock the Chairman of Sunfish Queensland said, “Commercial gill and mesh nets, even when used by licensed commercial fishers, are very destructive and catch a wide range of unwanted species, many of which are killed. Small mesh gill nets are particularly destructive as they entangle significant numbers of fish that are under the minimum legal size. Gill nets should be made illegal for use by all fishers in Queensland.


Commercial fishers can use a range of other nets that are less destructive on fish stocks, protected species and the environment. The use of gill nets cannot be justified due to the damage they do.


The use of gill nets by recreational fishers is banned. This ban should be extended to all fishers. In addition it should be illegal for any person to own or be in possession of a gill net in Queensland”.





For further information please contact Judy Lynne, Executive Officer on 3882 4518.
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