SUNFISH QUEENSLAND INC

PO Box 212, Margate, Q 4019
SUBMISSION – Strategic Directions for Cooloola 
Comments:
1. EPA has given very limited time for stakeholders such a Sunfish to provide a submission. Letter from EPA to Sunfish sent 22 Feb 2008, and response require by 14 March 2008. THIS IS UNREASONABLE, and this has not enabled Sunfish to consult widely with affected recreational fishers.

2. The Noosa and Cooloola councils are currently doing a good job in managing the beaches and associated areas under their controls. There is no fee for beach travel which is fully supported by Sunfish.

The only way for locals & tourists to access these areas is by 4WD & the majority are day trippers. Charging fees will not add to their experience nor is it justified.

Contrary to inadequate & incomplete science the use of the beach by vehicles has had NO long term detrimental effect on the environment, caused erosion or affected the natural “beach life”. The area has been used by both local & club anglers for 60 years & no increasing environmental problems have occurred from beach traffic.

3. Sunfish has MAJOR concerns over the proposal in the EPA paper:
“Lands north of the third cutting to Rainbow Beach,

consisting mainly of the Cooloola section of Great Sandy

National Park, excluding Teewah Village but including the

beach and other lands controlled by Noosa and Cooloola

councils, should be declared a recreation area under the

Recreation Areas Management Act 1998 (RAM Act) and

managed by the EPA.”

In the view of Sunfish & the majority of users, EPA has done a very poor job in managing other beach recreation areas such as Moreton Is where large sections of beach are closed to vehicles without any consultation with local residents or visitors. The vehicle fees at Moreton are extremely high in comparison to beaches controlled by local government agencies. eg. North Stradbroke & Bribie
4. World Heritage listing is not supported on the grounds of 

     * increased awareness & expanded visitation

     * more activity restriction on existing users
     * need for more infrastructure to support & justify the listing
     * increased costs to access the area by families
 There is already a very large percentage of this locality as WHA & expanding the area to include further locations of lesser uniqueness will downgrade the existing “Fraser Island WHA”.
5. General Comments
    a. SUNFISH has no objection to reduced speed limits or restricted camping

    b. Any restrictions must apply to all users including Commercial fishers.
    c. Our Members have listed the major issues as

        > speeding vehicles 

        > inappropriate vehicle behaviour & vehicle types

        > excessive camping periods

        > large tourist vehicles in a hurry

6. Non intrusive low cost solutions 

    >  Allow councils to continue beach control from Teewah south

    >  Access fees should be only for overnight users
         - Day trippers do not need costly services

    >  Camping should not exceed 2 nights

         - reduces rubbish build up

         - stops dune damage through continuous access to one site

         - allows more people to access the area

         - off beach camping areas are available at Noosa & Rainbow Beach

   > Speed limits should be reduced to 

         - 50kms on the open beach 

         - 20kms within 100 metres of  stationary vehicles or people.
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