 27 September 2008

Media Release

Sunfish Queensland, representing the interests of recreational fishing
Sunfish Ignored By Environment Minister on Cooloola

The Chairman of Sunfish Queensland Dr Barry Pollock said that he was disappointed and concerned that the Queensland Minister for the Environment had ignored the submission Sunfish had made on the future management of the Cooloola beaches. Sunfish has made it clear in its submission on behalf of recreational fishers that it is opposed to the declaration of the Cooloola coast as a recreation area under the control of the Environmental Protection Agency. Sunfish is particularly opposed to the charging of fees to drive on the Cooloola beaches. The Minister for the Environment recently announced new measures that will have major adverse impacts on beach anglers.
EPA has a very poor track record in managing recreational fishing on Moreton Island where large areas of beach have been closed to recreational fishing drivers. These people are forced off the beach at Moreton Island and required to take dangerous inland tracks to reach popular fishing spots. The vehicle fees at Moreton Island are extremely high and are acting as a deterrent to recreational fishing on the Island. Dr Pollock said that Sunfish was opposed to similar situation developing at Cooloola.
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