Submission by Sunfish Queensland on the Fisheries Queensland Guidelines on Bycatch in Managed Commercial Fisheries (8 April 2010)
Overall Position
Sunfish Queensland has already provided comments in October 2008 on the draft policy on bycatch in Qld commercial fisheries. The contents of this original submission are attached.
The contents of the present Sunfish submission are current at the date of submission (April 2010). The position of Sunfish may change after that time as a result of possible changes in circumstances in the fisheries or as a result of supplementary information.

The draft of this submission was sent to all Sunfish contacts in March 2010 for comments. ALL responses to the Sunfish draft were critical of the commercial bycatch policy. All responses received supported the Sunfish submission. Some of the comments received from Sunfish regional branches and member organisations are:

“The FQ guidelines are ridiculous – if you legitimise commercial bycatch commercial fishers will target them.


“I object on the grounds of sustainability”

“Recreational fishers do NOT want to keep bycatch – undersize/oversize fish or fish in excess of the bag limits. Why should the retention of illegal fish by commercial fishers be legitimised?”
The concerns of Sunfish and its members in relation to the present Guidelines are:

1. The guidelines seem to be a way for the commercial fishing sector to operate outside existing fisheries management arrangements and fisheries laws.

2. The guidelines are very general in nature and difficult to interpret in a particular case.

3. Consultation with the recreational fishing sector on a particular bycatch issue is unclear and minimal on the decision tree.
4. The possibility that commercial fishers may retain fish regulated for size is a very serious concern when recreational fishers may not and do not want to keep such fish.

5. The use of sustainability as a key factor in determining commercial bycatch does not make sense. In the case of fish regulated for size, sizes are often chosen as a precautionary measure to ensure sustainability.

6. There is uncertainty as to who is responsible and accountable for the decisions on the decision tree.

7. The capture and retention of bycatch will be heavily reliant on the honesty of the commercial fisher. For example the issues of targeting and keeping healthy fish that could be released.

8. Bycatch information is not recorded in commercial logbooks. This is a concern as it is unclear how FQ will obtain and make use of information on commercial bycatch issues. The grounds for assessment are non-existent apart from verbal statements of fishers who have vested interests.

ATTACHMENT
Submission by Sunfish Queensland on the Draft DPIF Policy on Bycatch in Managed Commercial Fisheries, Sept, 2008

Overall Position
The contents of this submission are current at the date of submission (20 October 2008). The position of Sunfish may change after that time as a result of possible changes in circumstances in the fisheries or as a result of supplementary information.

Sunfish Queensland strongly objects and is opposed to the overall policy summary suggestions given in the Table on page 8 of the QDPIF paper on bycatch in commercial fisheries. The adoption of these principles given in the Table would have major impacts on recreational fishing; they would allow commercial fishers to keep all types of undersize and oversize fish when recreational fishers have no such concession (and are not seeking one); and would encourage commercial fishers to actively target oversize and undersize fish and fish in numbers currently restricted. Minimum sizes and maximum sizes are the primary management measure to ensure sustainability of fish stocks, and as such should NOT be compromised.

Specific bycatch limits are currently discussed and recommended by the various MACs on a species by species basis. Sunfish submits that this approach should continue to be the way that bycatch limits are considered by stakeholders, and recommended to the Queensland Government.

Specific bycatch limits for commercial fishers

The only specific limits that are supported by Sunfish are as follows:

Spotted mackerel. Commercial net fishers can have a maximum of 15 fish in possession.

Note: This is already the Sunfish position given in our submission to the ECIFF RIS.

Sand crabs. Trawlers can have a maximum at present as currently specified. Sunfish does not want changes to the current catch limit set for trawlers.

Dart (swallowtail dart). In the Sunfish submission to the ECIFF RIS, it was indicated that a reasonable concession should be made for mullet netters on the ocean beaches when the minimum size of dart is introduced. Sunfish now puts forward a proposal that is reasonable:
“Endorsed ocean beach net fishers can have 20 undersize dart in their possession on the beach (ie 20 dart per endorsement in possession). Such fish must be frozen whole by the endorsement holder and the total number of undersize dart handed over to the nearest office of QBFP on the last Friday of the month. No other commercial fishers can keep undersize dart. Undersize dart may not be sold or used for bait or any other purpose.”

