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   SUNFISH QUEENSLAND INC 
ABN NO 26 590 693 754
5 April 2010
Ban All Gill Nets, Mesh Nets and Tangle Nets
The recreational fishers representative group Sunfish Queensland has called for a ban on the use of all commercial fishing nets which gill, mesh or tangle fish. The recent illegal use of commercial gill nets near Bundaberg by persons unknown resulted in the deaths of hundreds of fish.
Dr Barry Pollock the Chairman of Sunfish said, “commercial gill and mesh nets, even when used by licenced commercial fishers, are very destructive and catch a wide range of unwanted species, many of which are killed. Small mesh gill nets are particularly destructive as they entangle significant numbers of fish that are under the minimum legal size. Gill nets should be made illegal for use by all fishers in Queensland.
Commercial fishers can use a range of other nets that are less destructive on fish stocks, protected species and the environment. The use of gill nets cannot be justified due to the damage they do.

The use of gill nets by recreational fishers is banned. This ban should be extended to all fishers. In addition it should be illegal for any person to own or be in possession of a gill net in Queensland”.
Dr Barry Pollock
Chairman, Sunfish Queensland
25 Uther Street 
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